EQUITY SOUTH YORKSHIRE BRANCH MEETING

MINUTES


Monday 12th January 2026

Apologies:  Michaela Short, Dave McClelland, Rita Hamill, Lisa Armytage, Christine Cox, Blue Merrick, Rachel Thorne, Melanie Crawley



Chair’s Welcome

Safe Spaces statement


Guest Speakers – Amy Dawson, Equity’s Industrial Officer – Recorded Media

Amy updated the Branch on the current state of negotiations with PACT.  These negotiations have been ongoing for a year, with progress in some areas and sticking points in others. There are 5 priorities:

· Better pay rates
· Reforming royalties and residuals – these should be helping sustain performers between jobs
· AI – consent, transparency and remuneration
· Casting and self-tapes – fairer methods with a code of conduct
· Fairer contracts and better working conditions

The biggest stumbling block is AI – UK law hasn’t kept pace with developments in AI, which is a serious threat to members’ work.  The recent indicative ballot of members on whether they would be prepared to refuse to be scanned on set had a 75% turn out and a 99.6%  ‘yes’ vote.  PACT have been notified of the result with a demand that they return to negotiations.


Branch Business


Minutes of the last meeting were agreed, with no matters arising.

Regional/National News

· TUC regional meeting in Durham 22-23 March – two delegates can attend and motions can be heard – suggestions to DB asap
· Equity Conference in Durham 9-11 May – motions requested
· Regional Meeting most likely in Hull, late March
· Panto follow-up activities
· Poor conditions for immersive performers eg Polar Express
· Role play at University of Sheffield (refusing to pay actors as self-employed) – being followed up.


AOB

World Transformed Festival
Arisha Marsh attended as an Equity representative and fed back her experience to the Branch, notably that Equity was not well-represented in terms of speakers and didn’t have a strong community presence – how should we move forward positively?

Over-use of pencils
Ali Mylon is working on a motion for the Equity Conference, and this will be an agenda item at the next Branch meeting.

Suggestions for Speakers and Workshops
Members are encouraged to put suggestions on the Branch Whatsapp.  Ray Castleton is offering another writing workshop and details will also be on Whatsapp.



Next branch meeting –7.30pm on Monday 23rd February in the Adelphi Room, Crucible Theatre.
