EQUITY SOUTH YORKSHIRE BRANCH MEETING 
MINUTES

Monday 8th September 2025

Apologies:  Kate Rutter, Tom Tunstall, Eddie Twitch, Kate Wood, Michaela Short, Karen Esposito, Dave McClelland


Chair’s Welcome

Safe Spaces statement


Guest Speaker – Leila Ali
Sonia Allam was unable to attend due to work commitments, so Leila Ali, her associate, generously agreed to step in.  Leila has worked with Sonia for four years and entered the profession through attending an NFTS course set up by casting directors.  Leila was born in Sheffield and still lives here - she was delighted to have the opportunity of meeting local actors.  Branch members really appreciated her warmth and openness.

Points useful to members:
· How to get personality across in self-tapes?  Be confident and connect with the material – this will come over.
· Is an introduction on a self-tape necessary? – Not unless it’s asked for
· How important is the relationship between casting directors and agents?  Fundamental – for actors, it really helps to have an agent, but it’s not a necessity.  Work at keeping in touch and when contacting a casting director, keep it simple and specific to the job.
· How to find out about castings?
· Spotlight and other platforms
· Open casting calls – be on social media (use as a tool, no need to post)
· IMDb – flag directors you are interested in working with and follow up what they are casting
· Google productions that have been green lit.
· Showreels – if you don’t have recent screen work for a showreel, a well-chosen monologue recorded like a self-tape will be very useful for casting directors.  A showreel only needs to be 2 or 3 minutes long.
· Leila is happy to accept further questions via email – her address is available on Sonia Allam’s website.



Branch Business


Minutes of the last meeting were agreed, with no matters arising.

Branch Committee Elections 2025
Six nominations have been received, to be agreed at the AGM.


Doncaster Pride
Attendees reported that this was an excellent day.


Regional/National News
· There has been a pay rise for Northern Ballet
· The Save the Square Chapel Campaign has had a very productive meeting, and the chapel has been leased to the Piece Hall, Halifax
· The results of the Subsidised Rep survey are being considered
· A survey is looking at travelling home after a performance
· Equity lost the high court action against Spotlight, and a Council meeting on 9th September will consider whether to appeal the decision


New Regional Banner
Members suggested a wide range of ideas to represent South Yorkshire on the regional banner.


World Transformed Festival 10-12 October
Members were encouraged to attend the festival, taking place in Manchester.  One person has already expressed an interest in attending and it was agreed that the Branch would pay for the ticket and travel expenses.


Mini Workshop and Social
This will be postponed until October due to a clash of dates with other events, with the new date to be confirmed.


AOB
· Branch member Jimmy Williams, who withdrew from attending meetings earlier in the year, is in good health.
· The Branch acknowledged the sad loss of Kayleigh Smith and Will Nelson in the Lisbon furnicular disaster.  It was agreed that condolences would be sent to MADS Theatre, Macclesfield, where Kayleigh Smith was a valued member and made a considerable contribution to the theatre.
· The comedian Bernie Clifton is launching his book at the library in Attercliff on Sunday 14th September at 2.30
· Steve Netherleigh attended the funeral of member Tony Pears in Scarborough


Next branch meeting – The AGM will take place at 7.30pm on Monday 3rd November 2025 in the Adelphi Room, Crucible Theatre.
