Essex and Hertfordshire Equity Branch Meeting
21st July 2026 @ 7.30pm
Via Zoom
Present
Dee Mardi, Stephen Moriaty, Bao Tieu, Clare Almond, Danny Worthington, Liz Mullen,  Martyn Harrison, Andy Wilkinson, Leda Douglas, Anne Odeke,                Milly Arnott (SE Organiser)

DM welcomed everyone and then LM introduced the evening’s speaker Anne Odeke who is a member of this branch.
Anne Odeke
Based on Southend she entered the industry aged 26. After studying drama at Brunel University and teaching she said she felt she was preaching and not practising. She took an MA in acting at Mountview.
Theatre is her main love and she showed pictures from shows she had performed in all over the country. She loves plays with large casts. She adapted Wind in the Willows with 130 young people. She went  on to explain the journey she had taking her play Princess Essex from a 30 minute monologue to a one woman play and ultimately to a full cast production with songs at The Globe theatre in London.

Reports
SM (secretary) Has been contacted by a new member enquiring about meetings. No news that is not in the Equity emails sent to all members. A reminder that often the details of who to contact can be found in the Equity diary. The correct email for the branch contains an ampersand (&) not the word “and”. Incorrect email addresses do not automatically bounce back. This caused a delay in us receiving the invoice for the last meeting venue.
MH (Variety) No contact from anyone. Will be attending variety Officer training in the autumn.
CA (treasurer) After paying for the last venue our balance now stands at £2565.72. She attended the Pride Essex March with DM which was a wonderful and uplifting experience. Also made contact with Andrew Cockburn from UNITE.
BT (Social Media & Campaigns) While at RBOH has been in contact with Lynda Rooke about payment of media fees which had disappeared after Covid. It is hoped that these may be covered by the impending West end agreement
DW (campaigns) Equity LGBT want people for the London Trans+ Pride March on 25th July. It was in the last Equity Email but right at the end.
DM Has had some training on activism. She is on the working party for vocal health for singers which is also relevant to actors. We are looking for a venue for our next meeting which will be a social meeting.  There are no minutes to approve because the last meeting was not quorate.
News From Guild House
DM welcomed Mill Arnott our new SE Organiser.
MA said she has been with Equity for 2½ years. She has previously worked with Charlotte Bence. Has only recently taken on this role and will be going round all the branches. There is a vote on the new West End pay proposals. The heatwave has caused difficult conditions for some  members. BT added that RBOH cancelled some rehearsals because of the heat and kept doors open for performances.

Next Meeting – This will be a social event, venue to be decided.

The meeting ended at 9.10pm
