Essex and Hertfordshire Equity Branch Meeting
21st March 2026
The Link, Chelmsford and via Zoom
Present
Stephen Moriaty, Clare Almond, Danny Wortington, Charlie Wilson, Martyn Harrison, Chris Gasper,
Via Zoom
Dee Mardi, Liz Mullen, Andy Wilkinson, Alison Whismore, Caroline Moores, Jill Chatters, Hywel Morgan (Councillor) Richard Woodford (guest speaker)
Apologies
Bao Tieu, Russ Whismore, Sharon Eckman, Salvo, Andrew Alton-Read
The meeting started with DM welcoming everyone and reading the Equity Safe Spaces Statement. She also apologised for not being present in person as she was coughing and did not wish to spread her germs.
Speaker
Liz Mullen introduced the guest speaker Richard Woodford. He has had a long professional career in musical theatre. He retired from professional theatre following COVID. He has since taken part in an amateur production of Guys and Dolls where he played Sky Masterson. He found this an enjoyable experience but the rehearsal process was completely different from the professional stage. He also found that rehearsing intermittently for three months and then only a week of shows was a complete contrast from what he had been used to. His list of credits is extensive having appeared in most of the major musicals of the past 25 years. COVID had interrupted his time in Phantom of the Opera and following COVID the touring cast took over. However, he did perform as the Phantom. He has also been Gallileo in We Will Rock You, and Tony Manero in Saturday Night Fever. He had to learn to roller skate for Starlight Express and said that his favourite show is Les Miserables. He gave us some amusing anecdotes of when things didn’t go to plan. He hasn’t completely abandoned the professional stage as the day following our meeting he was travelling to Paris for a gig.
Minutes of Last Meeting
These were proved proposed by Clare Almond and seconded by Martyn Harrison. There were no matters arising.
Hywel Morgan Gave us his council report for March. A copy of his report is on the branch web page. With regard to the negotiations with pact equity is waiting on the SAG/Aftra negotiations as Equity wants to agree similar or better terms.
Committee Reports
SM (secretary)had received a complaint about a social media post by a member that was referred to Guild House. The conclusion was that the complaint was not made out. It did however emphasise the need for care when posting on social media to avoid something being misconstrued or taken the wrong way
LM (Speakers) is investigating possible future guests. Any suggestions from members for future guests are very welcome. Please email the branch with suggestions.
CA (Treasurer) gave a very brief report. The only expenditure has been for the hire of the hall for today’s meeting and our current bank balance is £2673.72
MH (Variety) has sent another introductory email to variety members but with no response. He has had interest about joining Equity from a couple of magicians. 
He had been made aware of an issue with the Guildford school of acting where they charged 3 audition fees to the same student. This is a matter which is being taken further by Equity.
DW Attended the UK comedians meeting. Fair Play Cabaret continues it campaign to encourage grass roots clubs to ensure all entertainers and support staff are members of a union. 
Live Comedy Association is promoting a nationwide Live Comedy Day on 1st April.  
PBH have a Free Fringe Weekender fundraiser as an opportunity to perform Fringe shows. details here https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1GXzSpSBMx/

DM (Chair) is on the singers committee. They are close to finalising a contract template and this will be on the website in due course. Culture Essex is looking to receive listings for any events that will be live in June July and August e-mail marketing.explore.essex@essex.gov.uk

March Against the Far Right This is taking place on 28 March. None of our committee can attend but we will be posting messages of solidarity.
Any other business
Equity has sent out notice of its local election strategy which includes non-cooperation with Reform.
CG Attended a children's entertainers meeting the minutes of which are on the web page. He confirmed at Southend Council have given a budget for the Puppet Festival which will take place on the 31st of June to the 2nd of August. This is the 35th time the festival has taken place.
CG had given apologies on behalf of Salvo who he said was in hospital again. He was asked to pass on the branch’s good wishes to Salvo for a speedy recovery.

Caroline Moores has obtained a three month contract with Garsington as stage- manager. She was horrified at the amount of pay and believes that Equity minimum should be raised.

The committee are looking for ideas for a summer get together i.e. some type of social event to be held in July or August. Please e-mail the branch with any suggestions.
The meeting ended at 1pm

The next meeting will be in Hertfordshire on the 16th of May.






